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"You treated me like a person, not like a 

number or a project. Being disabled and 

blind, most sighted people will look at me 

like a project. I was treated like an equal 

individual and you listened, you made sure I 

understood everything involved and 

allowed me to make my own decisions." 

-Audrey G. 

"We were exhausted and demoralized and thoroughly 

overwhelmed by our legal situation . . . We couldn't afford the 

lawyers everyone kept telling us we needed and we couldn't 

qualify for any aid programs. . . Then we discovered that CLA 

was designed to help people like us. It felt like a miracle. 

Suddenly there was hope and a sense of fairness that we had 

started to give up on. Our team of lawyers at CLA was not only 

compassionate, they were incredibly intelligent, 

communicative and thorough in helping us resolve our case. 

They brought calm to our storm." 

-Todd C. 

"It was a tough time to go through [with 

an incapacitated parent], and I didn't 

know how I was going to come up with 

the money [for] normal legal channels, 

and knew I wouldn't be able to. 

Knowing CLA was there to guide me 

through all of it was such a blessing." 

-Mark W. 
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WHO  WE  ARE

We are South Carolina's first sliding-scale law firm. We provide low-cost

legal representation and assistance to the working poor and others of

modest means who do not qualify for free legal services but who cannot

afford a private attorney. 

With a single staff member, we took our first client in February of 2016.

Two years later, we now have 3 attorneys and 1 legal assistant. We are

excited to share achievements and lessons learned on the first leg of our

journey to bridge the justice gap in South Carolina.
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ABOUT  US

MISSION

To expand access to legal representation and access to justice in South 

Carolina.

OUR MODEL

We have a hybrid funding model where philanthropic support is

supplemented by low-rate client fees. Our clients pay what they can

toward their legal services, paying it forward so that we can serve more

clients and ensuring that we only pursue claims that both we and the

client think are worth the resources.
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OUR WORK
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Matters Closed in 2016

Matters Closed in 2017



C LA  ANNUAL  REPORT  20 1 7

2017

$483,723

2016 

$132,716

OUR IMPACT

Assets Preserved for Low and 

Moderate-Income South Carolinians

Seven families stayed in their home.

A son obtained an emergency 

guardianship over his incapacitated 

mother.

Two family businesses continued 

to operate.

A young mother got her car back.

A truck driver got his job back.

A victim of domestic violence got 

an order of protection against her 

assailant.

A father's name wrongly placed 

on the child abuse registry was 

removed.
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Additional Impact
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LANGUAGE  ACCESS

PROJECT
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IN 2017, CLA 

Submitted FOIA requests to the clerks of court of each of the 46 counties in

South Carolina as well as the Supreme Court of South Carolina's Court

Administration.  To date we have received over 1,000 pages of records. 

Hosted 3 volunteer law student externs who observed court, completed

legal research, and organized and reviewed FOIA productions under the

supervision of a CLA attorney. 

Conducted 80 court observations.

Consulted with dozens of other stakeholders from nonprofits and 

immigrant communities across the state.

Look for our Language Access Report in 2018

With funding from the American Bar Endowment, the Fund for Southern 

Communities, and private donors, Charleston Legal Access launched its 

Language Access Project in 2017.  CLA is researching access to interpreters and 

translators in South Carolina state courts for Limited English Proficiency (LEP) 

parties and is preparing a report on the status of language access in South 

Carolina courts along with recommendations for improvement.
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OUR FINANCES
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Client Fees 

33%

Grants 

33%

Donations 

32%

In-Kind 

2%

Sliding Scale Legal Services 

supported by:

Language Access Project 

supported by:

$49,924 

$72,948 

$40,596 

$163,468

Grants                 

Donations                

Earned Income    

Total                        

Direct Program Expenses 

Indirect/Administrative Costs 

Development     

Total                         

$29,567 

 $29,568 

$15,006 

$74,141  

$33,986 

$14,407 

$8,917 

$57,310

$106,686 

$25,753 

$9,093 

 $141,532

Total Revenue 2017 2016

2017 2016Total Expenses

Grants 

49%

Donations 

25%

In-kind 

26%
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OUR TEAM
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Staff

Adair Boroughs 

Executive Director 

 

Sally Newman 

Founder & Legal Director 

 

Sarah Schreiber 

Attorney 

 

Shelli Gause 

Legal Assistant & Intake

Manager 

Board of Directors

Yarborough Applegate 

Mavis Huger, Chair

Counts & Huger, LLC

S.C. Future Minds

Charleston Legal Access

United States District Court

Attorney at Law

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough

Christopher Bryant

Caroline Mauldin

Shampa Panda

Sally Newman

Mallary Scheer

Patrick Wooten
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OUR FOUNDING PARTNERS
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Special thanks to Palmetto Project and 

Lowcountry Local First for helping us launch.
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OUR SUPPORTING PARTNERS

PAGE   08   |   SUPPORT ING   PARTNERS



"I have seen too many victims of injustice 

unable to afford quality legal representation. As a 

Founding Partner, we applaud and support 

Charleston Legal Access in this tireless but critical 

work for the people of the Charleston area." 

- Anne Kearse 

Motley Rice, LLC

"Everyone, regardless of income level, 

deserves proper legal representation. CLA is a 

wonderful and vital resource for so many 

individuals in the Charleston area." 

- Jeddie Suddeth 

Haynsworth Sinlker Boyd

"South Carolina desperately needed a sliding 

scale law firm to help address the justice 

gap, and now not only does South Carolina 

have one; but in CLA, we have one led by 

some of the most passionate, innovative, and 

credentialed lawyers in the state." 

- Patrick Wooten 

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough

  "The vast majority of legal problems cannot be 

handled [on a contingent fee basis], and CLA fills a 

much-needed gap by providing quality legal 

service to working men and women in the 

Charleston community." 

- Kenny Harrell 

Joye Law Firm



1630 Meeting Street, Suite 106 

Charleston, SC 29405 

843.640.5980 


